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“Rod Dee was the best place. 
The food was just amazing, 
everything about it. It was 

always fresh and there was so much to 
choose from. There was a mango chicken 
kind of thing [that I ordered] and the pad 
Thai was really good, too. It was a small 
place — just for the food, nothing extra.”

Wayne Paul, 19, New England 
Conservatory student who has lived on 
Peterborough Street since September

“I liked [Thornton’s] menu; they 
had a really good Buffalo chicken 
salad. And the atmosphere on 

the patio there was really cool, a little 
more seating than El Pelon did. They had 
friendly people, good service, good beer 
selection.”

David Dwyer, 30 
Has lived on Peterborough 

Street for 18 months

“There was something about 
El Pelon, the gritty, wicked 
sloppy burritos. You were 

annoyed when the Red Sox fans were 
around, because you were like ‘This, 
this isn’t your place, this is our place!’ 
It was a great little place. People were 
easy and friendly.”

Liz Koch, 28 
Former Fenway resident

“I liked the restaurants because 
they had sort of a European 
fl avor to them — they had 

patios you could enjoy when the 
weather was good. I particularly liked 
Sorento’s. I used to deliberately go 
across the park to eat there.”

Barbara Boger 
Peterborough Senior Center member, 

East Fens resident
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No Strings. Just Rewards.

Call today 877-MY-METRO or visit www.metrocu.org
Burlington • Chelsea • Framingham • Lawrence • Lynn • Peabody • Swampscott • Tewksbury

*Annual Percentage Yield as of 1/1/09 on daily balances up to $3,000; deposits in excess of $3,000 earn 0.15% APY. Rates are variable and subject to change after account opening. Minimum balance to open of $5. Fees may reduce earnings. Limit one savings account per
person. Must be linked to My Reward Checking. 3¢ reward on every debit card purchase, maximum $250 per year. ATM refunds up to $10 per month. eStatements required. Personal accounts only. Deposits federally insured by NCUA.

Get refunds of ATM fees, cash back on debit card purchases
and earn 4.00% APY on your savings!*
That’s My Reward Checking!

By Maggie Cassidy
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

When workers closed up shop at El Pelon Taqueria on the night
of Jan. 5, there were virtually no signs that the restaurant had suf-
fered a devastating fire just over a year earlier, in December 2007.
Since reopening in February 2008, they had reincarnated their fa-
mous walls of photos displaying about 70 snapshots of customers
proudly wearing their El Pelon T-shirts — which show a musta-
chioed man underneath the restaurant’s name — in locations
around the world. 

There were other mementoes, too, tacked up on the walls: Mex-
ican baseball shirts, folk art, gifts from customers. And there were
the customers themselves: tourists, passersby, and, in large part,
local Fenway residents who stopped in for the $4 burritos or pop-
ular $5 fish tacos.

The following morning, the beloved taqueria was gone. El Pelon
was one of seven businesses — six restaurants and a dry cleaner —
destroyed in a four-alarm fire early Jan. 6. The blaze gutted the
building, causing an estimated $5 million in damage and leaving
71 workers unemployed.

FENWAY FIRE, Page 8

Here’s the church, and here’s
the steeple. Open the doors,
see all the art books.
Porter Square’s future could include a new
home for the Art Institute of Boston. 
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Incarcerated teens find a voice in Othello. Page 3

For immigrants, a return to healthy food. Page 6

Will Fenway’s restaurants ever recover? Page 8
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By Ric Kahn
GLOBE STAFF

Times are tough, and Chris Parish wanted to help out the
homeless guy.

The encounter took place one morning late last month at
the Davis Square T station. Parish was heading from his
place in Somerville to his job in Boston when he saw the mid-
dle-aged, down-and-out man hawking the
homeless paper, Spare Change News.

‘‘I’m in a better position,’’ says Parish,
26, an associate editor for the national
high school sports magazine ESPN RISE.
‘‘In a time like this, with the economic sit-
uation, those of us who have try to give
back a little.’’

Parish dipped into his wallet and gave
him a dollar for the price of the paper, and, when the man
asked for more, handed over another dollar for good meas-
ure. The homeless guy allegedly responded with sleight of
hand. Like a crooked card shark, he had a copy of Spare
Change on top, Parish says, but he dealt Parish a different,
and free, newspaper from the bottom. 

When Parish confronted the guy, he says, the man gave
him a cockamamie story about how he had only one issue of
Spare Change left because of a problem at the printer.

Parish says he reported the incident to the offices of Spare
Change and the MBTA. ‘‘I felt scammed,’’ he says.

The reputed Spare Change charlatan had struck again! He

S O M E R V I L L E

Phony vendor pulls
fast one on homeless
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Spare Change
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Boston area 
SOURCE: Spare
Change News

By Meghan Irons
GLOBE STAFF

As James McNeill opened the
glass doors to the main building at
Roxse Homes housing develop-
ment last Sunday, the cardboard
boxes piled under his arm spilled
onto the floor. Then his keys fell.
And his cellphone.

Things have fallen apart for the
tenants at Roxse Homes, when they
should be coming together. 

This month, McNeill and resi-
dents at Roxse should be celebrat-
ing the turnover of their sprawling
346-unit property on Tremont
Street near Melnea Cass Boulevard
to sole resident control and owner-
ship. 

But instead of celebrating,

McNeill — a former president of the
tenants council and 39-year resi-
dent — is being evicted.

His supporters say McNeill was
targeted because he has been lead-
ing the fight to remove the develop-
ment’s management agency, Cor-
nerstone Corp. — which owns 51
percent of the property — and its
on-site property manager, Linda
Evans, who some residents say has
refused to give up control.

‘‘They had to target someone,
because he was strong,’’ said Serafi-
na Harris, a longtime resident and
treasurer of the council.

Roxse Homes, whose units are
government-subsidized, said in
court documents McNeill is being

R O X B U R Y

Feud clouds turnover of Roxse Homes
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Alexis Smith (left) and Serafina Harris at a tenants council
meeting on its relationship with MassHousing.ROXSE, Page 2
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